Introduction 
Using This “Health Check” Guide … 
This guide outlines a process for a “health check” of our traps and traplines.  The aspects evaluated in this guide include trap position, lid security, internal and external mesh screens, exit and entry points, and the trap mechanism.
The evaluation criteria for each trap component vary. For some components, such as lid security, it is a simple yes or no. Other components, like the trigger weight component (for DOC series traps) is evaluated by recording the grams at which the trap is triggered. As a rule, it should be simple and quick to complete, with predominantly yes/no answers. 
For most questions there is a brief description of what you are looking for. There isn’t a descriptor for every question for every trap type, that would get a little complicated (!). Where there isn’t, the appropriate response should be clear. 
At the end of this guide are three data sheets for evaluating the various trap types. It’s recommended that you check every trap annually, in fact it might be required on some projects. In many cases this will take too long in one go, so you may choose to split it over two or three checks during the year. 
Through the checks you may see a pattern emerging, and one of the goals of this process is to build better trapping practices, rather than “police” individual trap installations.  So please see this process as an opportunity to validate your trapping network against a set of best practices, one that newer team members can learn from, or as a reminder for the wider team. 
Our recommended approach 
1. Dependant on the size of your network, check a different trap line every few months, until you have worked your way through all your traps. 
2. Plan to check all traps annually at least once. 
3. This health check is designed to undertake within your own group, but you may choose to bring in an “independent expert” who may be more objective and provide a learning experience for your group.  
4. For DOC style traps, take some time to become familiar with calibration and recalibration before setting out. 
5. Where remedial action is required, if it’s quick and easy (such as “gardening” around the trap) you may wish to do it on the spot and record it as “passed” on the record.  
6. If you don’t have the time or the materials to rectify an issue, mark it as needing attention, then flag this to the project coordinators and/or in trap.nz 


Section 1: Is the trap sited correctly?
a) More than 2m away from a track or not visible? 
In Christchurch City Council parks traps should be at least 2m away from pathways and ideally not visible. But there’s tension here, animals will use pathways, and we may want traps visible for social licence. 
Answer – Yes, No, or Not Applicable (N/A)

b) The trap box is clearly marked with the trap ID and warning sign?
All traps should be clearly marked, identifying the trapping organisation, contact details, a trap ID for recording captures, and a “Don’t Touch” warning sign (when on public land). 
Answer – Yes, No or Not Applicable (N/A).

c) Marker Required? 
If the trap isn’t immediately visible, does it need a marker or flagging tape to indicate its location? 
Answer – Yes or No, or Not Applicable (N/A)

d) Near a “ridge, river, or road” or solid feature e.g wall or fence
Animals tend to favour features such as ridges or run along natural or manmade objects such as fences or rivers. These places represent better than average trapping locations. 
Answer – Yes, No or Not Applicable (N/A).

e) If a feature exists, is the trap in line with the feature? 
Many animals love travelling along features such as walls and fences. The trap should be in line with the feature, rather than perpendicular to it, so the animal can see through the tunnel and see the bait. 
Answer – Yes, No or Not Applicable (N/A)

f) Found in Trap.nz?
The trap is found in trap.nz, the trap ID’s are the same, and the location matches the record in trap.nz i.e it’s in the right place. 
Answer – Yes, No or Not Applicable (N/A).

g) Is there evidence of animal activity?
It’s best to “fish where the fish are”, so traps have better chances of success if they are located where animal activity has been observed, either physically or on cameras. This is especially the case for possums where you might see scratch or bite marks on trees but can also include animal tracks/runs or scat.
Answer – Yes or No.



Section 2: Is the trap secured correctly?
a) The trap box is level and seated firmly on the ground?
Unstable traps may frighten animals and make them trap shy. Place hands on two corners of the trap box and gently rock it to assess if it is correctly bedded in or wobbles. Do this in both directions. There should be no wobble.
Answer – Yes or No.

b) Trap is secure within the tunnel and correctly positioned. 
On DOC series traps check that the two screws holding the trap mechanism are securely fastened down, they can come loose. In all rat tunnels the traps should be placed at the rear (away from the entrance) of the tunnel. 
Answer – Yes or No.

c) Tunnel lid is secured firmly
Having a secure lid is an important safety feature to prevent curious persons from inserting their hands into the trap.  Check the trap lid is securely fastened closed and cannot be lifted. Traps must have the lids secured down (i.e. screwed shut) to be safe and eﬀective.  

Also take time to check the “hinge” or nail/screw on which DOC traps hinge when you open them, they can become loose over time.  
Answer – Yes or No.


Section 3: Does the Trap function correctly?
a) Test the firing of the trap 
Fire the trap by dropping a bundled pair of socks on the trigger plate (DOC series), imitating a pest. Check that it functions correctly and doesn’t jam open. Check that the trigger plate lines up with the internal baffle and is close but not touching, moving freely when set and not touching the trap walls or the baffle.
Answer – Yes or No. 
b) The trigger weight is correct 
Use calibrated weights to release the trap. Start with the lightest weight (i.e. 50g) and add weight until you ﬁnd the release weight. The trap release weight should be between 80 and 100 grams. 
· Place a safety catch (between the hold handle) to prevent the trap from closing onto the weights or the operator’s hand.
· Gently lower the weights onto the release mechanism in the center on the plate; don't drop them.
Note: To avoid damaging the trap mechanism, never spring a trap in an uncontrolled manner or onto the trap weights. Always use a safety clip when conducting any trap evaluations.

If the trap did not ﬁre at the correct weight initially or was stiﬀ and creaky, it is recommended to move the kill bar up and down a few times in a safe and controlled manner. Often traps that have not been used for some time will ﬁre more smoothly and within the correct range once the spring tension has been released. If the weight has changed after being unset, record this in the notes on the datasheet.
Answer – Record the release weight.
d) All mesh is securely fixed with no gaps or sprags
Check for any bends or deformations in the mesh, or if any staples holding the mesh are loose. All mesh, front, back and any baffle, should be securely fastened and not touching the trap mechanism.  Run a ﬁnger around the inside of the external entry hole and the internal baffle to ensure there are no sharp points or sprags.

On DOC series traps, check that the internal mesh is not bowed or buckled and hitting the trigger plate, and that the entrance is more aligned with the outside of the trigger plate rather than the middle. 
Answer – Yes or No.






Section 4: Is the Trap maintained correctly?
a) Tunnel and trap are clean and in good condition
Assess the trap for cleanliness. Remove any remains and debris present in the trap. Use a scraper or scrubbing brush to clean the trap mechanisms and ensure no remains are lodged under or around the trigger plate or trap. 
Answer – Clean or Not Clean.

b) Is the trap mechanism is rusty? 
Check if any components of the trap are excessively rusty and might impede the traps performance. 
Answer – Yes (rust affecting performance) or No (not excessively rusty).

c) Trap is clear of vegetation 
The trap should allow for clear visibility through the trap, and the back of the trap should not be obstructed, such as being pressed against a tree trunk. Assess whether a pest can move freely around the trap. Remove any overgrown vegetation or grass from at least 30cm front and back that could impede a pest’s movement. On tree mounted traps ensure the base of the tree is clear of vegetation and branches. 
Answer – Clear or Not Clear.

d) Is the bait holder clean and functional? 
In DOC series traps, the bait area should be clean with no old or mouldy bait, and ideally a bait basket or similar raises the bait off the box (this helps the bait last longer).   In possum traps the bait block should be in the correct position (generally as far back on the bar as possible). In rat traps the bait area should be cleaned and free of mould, with no obstructions to the strike arm coming down. 
Answer – Yes or No.
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Trapline Heath Check 

	Project Name:

	

	Trapline Name:

	

	Date of check: 

	

	Start time of trap check:

	

	End time of trap check:

	

	Name of checker:

	

	Names of others present/assisting:

	

	Number of traps checked today:

	

	Total number of traps in trapline and/or project: 

	Total in trapline:  
	Total in Project: 

	Trapline Status

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Private Land
	DOC Land
	Regional Park
	Community Park
	Other

	Notes:








	




DOC 150s and 200s 
	Insert Trap ID 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Is trap is sited correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) More than 2m away from a track or not visible?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) The trap number and “don’t touch” sign are visible?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) Is marker or flagging tape required?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d) Near a “ridge, river, or road” or solid feature e.g wall?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e) Trap is in line with the feature?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	f) Found in Trap.nz? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	g) Is there evidence of animal activity?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Is the trap is secured correctly
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) The trap box is level and seated firmly on the ground?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) Trap is secure within the tunnel?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) Tunnel lid is secured firmly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Does the trap function correctly
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) Test the firing of the trap
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) The trigger weight is correct?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) All mesh is securely fixed with no gaps or sprags
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Is the trap is maintained correctly
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) Tunnel and trap are clean and in good condition?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) Is the trap mechanism is rusty? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) The trap is clear of vegetation?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d) The bait holder clean and functional?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Comments:  







	
	
	
	
	
	


Possums Traps (Trapinators (TP) and Flipping Timmys (FT)) 
	Insert Trap Number 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Is trap is sited correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) More than 2m away from a track or not visible?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) The trap is clearly marked with the trap number?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) Marker or flagging tape required?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d) The tree a suitable girth? 30cm or more.  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e) Distance from ground? (1.2m recommended)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	f) There is evidence of a possum highway or scratches?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	h) Found in Trap.nz? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Is the trap is secured correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) The trap is securely fastened to the tree?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) The trap is mounted correctly? e.g TP internal screw 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) The lid or locking mechanisms close correctly? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Does the trap function correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) The setting lever or drawstring work correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Is the trap is maintained correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) Trap is clean & in good condition
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) The trap mechanism is rusty? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) Trap is clear of vegetation?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d) Is the bait holder clean and functional?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Comments








	
	
	
	
	
	


Rat Traps and Tunnels (Victor (V) or T-Rex (T)) 
	Insert Trap Number 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Is trap is sited correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a. More than 2m away from a track or not visible?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b. The trap box is clearly marked with the trap number?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c. Marker or flagging tape required?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d. Near a “ridge, river, or road” or solid feature e.g wall
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e. Trap is in line with the feature?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	i) Found in Trap.nz? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	f. There is evidence of animal activity?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Is the trap is secured correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) The trap box is level and seated firmly on the ground?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) Tunnel door is firmly secured 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Does the trap function correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) Check spring mechanism for corrosion or if loose 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) Staples are all secure - V
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) All mesh is securely fixed with no gaps or sprags
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Is the trap is maintained correctly?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a) Trap is clean & in good condition
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) The trap mechanism is rusty? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) Trap is clear of vegetation?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d) Is the bait holder clean and functional?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Comments







	
	
	
	
	
	



